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About WPI

Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 
Massachusetts is a STEM-focused 
university founded to create and 
convey the latest science and 
engineering knowledge in ways that 
are most beneficial to society. 

• 40% of undergraduates are female.
• 25% of home students are from 

minority ethnic backgrounds.
• 18% are international students.
• 15% are the first in their family to 

attend university.

WPI is the global leader in 
project-based learning. All  
undergraduates complete an 
interdisciplinary research project 
seeking solutions to important, 
socially-relevant problems. Students 
conduct their projects at one of WPI’s 
50+ project centres around the world.

Since 1987 WPI London has conducted 
more than 450 student research 
projects in partnership with museums, 
social sector organisations and councils 
across the capital

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=WAUgA6ZM0rU&feature=emb_logo
https://www.wpi.edu/project-based-learning/project-based-education
https://www.wpi.edu/project-based-learning/project-based-education
https://www.wpi.edu/project-based-learning/project-based-education/global-project-program
https://www.wpi.edu/project-based-learning/project-based-education/global-project-program
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/
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WPI’s London placements

Projects developed by host 
organisations in 

collaboration with WPI  
No financial costs for host 

organisation

Interdisciplinary project 
teams of 4 students 

studying science, 
engineering, management 

& humanities

7-week placement with 
host organisation during 

spring/summer

Students highly-informed 
and prepared, with 7 weeks 

of project prep before 
arriving in London

Hybrid working model – 
students can work at host 
organisation all or some of 

the time

WPI professors accompany 
students to London & 

provide all academic & 
pastoral support

WPI professors meet 
weekly with host 

organisations to ensure all 
project objectives are fully 
completed to the highest 

standards
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Our project hosts in London include:

British Museum 
London Transport 

Museum
Design Museum
Postal Museum 

 Dickens Museum
Walthamstow Pumphouse Museum

Freud Museum

The Winch
Somali Youth Development  

Resource Centre 
Gospel Oak Primary School

Wood Street Walls
Commonside Community 

Development Trust 
Ealing Parks Foundation 

London Boroughs of: 
Brent

Camden
Croydon

Hounslow 
Lambeth 

Lewisham

Tower Bridge 
Hampton Court 

Tower of London 
Kensington Palace
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What projects do WPI teams undertake in the museum & 
heritage sector?  

Conducting  visitor, 
audience & stakeholder 
research

Developing digital content 
& resources & social media 
strategy

Building digital 
management systems & 
evaluation tools

Designing educational 
resources & activities

Scoping & evaluating exhibits 
& projects

We work with host organisations 
to develop any project they’d 
like to undertake

Click for case 
studies

https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2019-projects-summer/design-museum/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2019-projects-summer/museum-of-london/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2019-projects-summer/hrp-kensington-palace/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2020-projects-spring/bm-tracking/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2019-projects-spring/tower-bridge/
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What projects do WPI teams undertake with schools and 
social sector organisations?  

Conducting stakeholder & 
client research

Developing digital content 
& social media strategy

Building digital 
management systems & 
evaluation tools

Designing educational 
resources

Scoping new projects & 
services

We work with host organisations 
to develop any project they’d 
like to undertake

Click for case 
studies

https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2020-projects-winter/gospel-oak/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/projects-2021-summer/nofas/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/projects-2021-summer/nofas/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2019-projects-summer/the-winch/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2022-projects-spring/sydrc-community/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2022-projects-spring/sydrc-community/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2020-projects-winter/sydrc/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2020-projects-winter/sydrc/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2022-projects-spring/commonside/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2022-projects-spring/commonside/
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What projects do WPI teams undertake with local 
authorities?  

Research with residents & 
stakeholders

Exploring technical and 
digital solutions

Sustainability projects

Designing information 
campaigns

Scoping & evaluating 
projects & services

We work with host organisations 
to develop any project they’d 
like to undertake

Click for case 
studies

https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2020-projects-winter/lambeth/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2020-projects-winter/lambeth/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2019-projects-summer/lambeth-council/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2019-projects-summer/lambeth-council/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2020-projects-spring/lewisham/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2020-projects-spring/lewisham/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2017-projects-summer/camden/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2017-projects-summer/camden/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2019-projects-spring/hounslow-2/
https://wp.wpi.edu/london/projects/2019-projects-spring/hounslow-2/
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What are the benefits of hosting a WPI team?

1,600+ hours of 
effort from 

enthusiastic, 
well-prepared 
research team 
with technical 

expertise

Teams usually 
require less than 

4 hours staff 
input per week

Opportunity to 
complete an 

important project 
you may not have 

the capacity to 
otherwise 
undertake

Cost-effective, 
innovative 

solutions to a 
particular issue

An outside 
perspective 

that can bring 
‘fresh eyes’ to 

an ongoing 
issue

Professional 
project 
report, 

presentation 
& other 

deliverables
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What existing WPI host organisations in 
London say…

“As ever, the quality of the work of the students, their commitment, creativity and the willingness to work outside their familiar boundaries was impressive.”

Dirk Bennett, Exhibition Development Manager, Tower Bridge

“The students bought a fresh perspective and skills which we did not have internally, and having dedicated time to focus on this work allowed us to make more 
progress than we would have been able to do without this support.”

Helen Dafter, Archivist, The Postal Museum

“The students were great, and the end product of the work was outstanding. The community report exceeded our expectations.”

Abdiwahab Ali, Director, Somali Youth Development Research Centre 

“We are not a large organisations so their high quality input and perspective has been extremely useful. I cannot recommend this experience highly enough.”

Naomi Martin, Director , Commonside Community Development Trust

“The students consistently produce outstanding research projects, and it is always helpful to have a team from outside the organisation approach a topic from 
different perspective.”

Joyce Ip, Senior Regeneration Officer, London Borough of Hounslow
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Next steps

If you’d like more information or an informal conversation about working 
with the WPI London Project Centre, we’d love to hear from you.

Dominic Golding, WPI London Project Centre Director

Naomi Pollard, WPI London Project Centre Local Coordinator

mailto:golding@wpi.edu
mailto:info@naomipollardresearch.co.uk

